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Restoring Grocery 
Access: 
The Vinton County, Ohio Story 
and the 
Kansas Healthy Food Initiative
June 25, 2018
In hundreds of neighborhoods across the country, 
nutritious, affordable, and high quality food is out 
of reach —
particularly low-income neighborhoods, 
communities of color, and rural areas.
Food Access Research
Available at:  http://thefoodtrust.org/food-access/publications
• Accessing healthy food is a challenge for 
many Americans – particularly in low-income 
neighborhoods, communities of color, and 
rural areas.
• Better access corresponds with healthier 
eating
• Access is associated with lower risk for 
obesity and other diet-related diseases.
• Healthy food retail creates jobs and helps to 
revitalize low-income neighborhoods.
Panel Presenters:
• Terri Fetherolf, Director of 
Development, Vinton County
• Valerie Heiby, Director of 
Development, Finance Fund Capital 
Corporation
• Caroline Harries, Associate Director, 
The Food Trust
• David Proctor, Director, Center for 
Engagement and Community 
Development, 
Kansas State University
http://youtu.be/9bvZLcwr_bQ

McArthur Super Valu, a locally owned grocery store
Disappointment…..
Excitement……
How to define Success in this endeavor?  
Short term=food security
Long term=food security + stable economy 

Construction 
begins on the 
new store!

Who We Are
 Finance Fund
 Established in 1987
 Statewide nonprofit financial intermediary 
 Finance Fund Capital Corporation
 Established in 2003
 Community Development Financial Institution 
(CDFI) lending affiliate certified in 2009
 Founded to connect low-income communities with 
public and private sources of capital 
 State, Federal, Banks, Private Institutions
What We Do
 We bring financial resources to urban and rural 
low-income communities to support a wide 
range of projects:
 Economic Development (Job Creation and 
Neighborhood Revitalization)
 Small Business Lending
 Health Care Facilities and Equipment
 Commercial Real Estate Development
 Healthy Food Access
Healthy Food for Ohio Launched
HFFO Program Eligibility
Program Guidelines can be found at 
www.financefund.org. 
Key criteria include:
 Commitment to providing fresh healthy foods 
 Low-to moderate-income 
 Underserved by comparable fresh food retail 
 Community support
 Experience
Sustainable Projects
 Existing stores and new developments
 Full-service Supermarkets
Mid-sized Grocery Stores
 Corner Stores
 Alternative Retail Projects
◦ Co-ops
◦ Farmers’ Markets
◦ Mobile Markets
◦ Food hubs
Advocacy & Funding
 Received $2.2MM from State of Ohio over 2 budget cycles
 Leveraged $4MM from CDFI Fund over 2 funding rounds
 Leveraged additional $5MM of private funding
 At the project level we have leveraged another $5MM
Outcomes
 Provided flexible financing totaling $4.7MM
 Funded 9 sustainable projects
 Leveraged $5.9MM of additional investment
 Created or retained over 150,000 sq. ft. of retail space
 Served over 70,000 Ohio Residents​
 Created over 400 direct jobs
|  614.221.1114 T 614.221.7493 F | www.ﬁnancefund.org
Campbell’s Market,
Vinton County, Ohio
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Prather’s IGA,
West Union, Ohio
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Thank you for supporting 
Healthy Food for Ohio!
Valerie Heiby
Director of Development
Finance Fund Capital Corporation
(614)568-5055
vheiby@financefund.org
The Food Trust
Working to ensure that everyone has access to 
affordable, nutritious foods


Ohio Areas of Greatest Need
Ohio Case Study: 
From Advocacy to Implementation 
• Mapping report (June  2014)
• Task Force process
(June – Dec 2014)
• Recommendations report 
(January 2015)
• HFFO Funded (June 2015)
• HFFO Launched (March 2016)
Ohio Healthy Food Financing 
Task Force
Kansas Healthy Food Financing 
Advisory Working Group

• Research and document the problem 
(MAPS)
• Disseminate information about the problem
• Multi-sector partnerships
• Tailor your language to different 
stakeholders to achieve a common goal
• Cultivate champions
• Remain attentive to local circumstances 
Tips for Making the Case in Your 
Community
www.healthyfoodaccess.org
41
www.healthyfoodaccess.org/access-101/research-your-community
Kansas Healthy Food Initiative
Dr. David E. Procter, Director
Center for Engagement and Community Development
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas 66506
www.k-state.edu/cecd
www.ruralgrocery.org
www.kansashealthyfood.org
(785) 532-6868
dprocter@ksu.edu
Healthy Food Access: The Need
• Over 30% of Kansas counties are considered 
food deserts1
• 800,000 Kansans lack access to healthy food 
sources within a reasonable distance from their 
home1
• While rural grocery stores offer more healthy foods, 
at lower costs, than other rural food retail options, 
they struggle
• 45 stores out of 215 have closed in the past 10 years2
Healthy Food Access:
USDA Low Income Low Access
◦ Low Income: 20% of 
census tract is below 
poverty level3
◦ Low Access: 33% of the 
census tract's population 
resides more than 1 mile 
(urban) or 10 miles (rural) 
from a supermarket or 
large grocery store3
Low income, low access areas are 
sometimes referred to as food deserts
Why Healthy Food Access?
Health and Economy
 When variety of healthy, affordable foods 
are available, people will tend to choose 
food options that, combined with 
increased physical activity, have the 
potential to improve health outcomes4
 Grocery stores are one driver of 
economic success for rural towns, 
employing, on average, 17 full and part-
time workers.5
Areas of  Low Access
Areas of  Poverty
Areas of  Greatest Need

Kansas Healthy Food Initiative
The  Kansas Healthy Food Initiative is a public-
private partnership that aims to increase access 
to affordable fresh food to improve the health 
and economic development of Kansans and 
their communities.
Kansas Healthy 
Food Initiative
 Launched November, 2017
 Seeded by the Kansas Health Foundation
 A partnership to increase access to affordable fresh food 
and improve Kansans’ health and economic development 
◦ KHF, CECD, IFF, NetWork Kansas, The Food Trust
 Provides technical assistance and financing - loans and 
grants - to bring healthy foods to underserved Kansas 
communities living in low food access areas
 Works to bridge informational and financing gaps faced by 
healthy food stakeholders and food retailers
KHFI Funding Applications
KHFI Applicant Summary
 23 applications
◦ 16 eligible
◦ 4 not eligible
◦ 3 eligibility in process
◦ Eligible (16)
 6 funded
 6 pending funding
 3 on-hold
 1 re-submitting
Technical Assistance
 Topic areas 
 KHFI process (35%)
 General (28%)
 Business development (15%)
 Dollar General (8.3%)
 Ownership models (5%)
 Technology (5%)
 Distribution (1.7%)
n=100
Technical Assistance
 Contact category
◦ Business owner (32%)
◦ Economic development (15%)
◦ Government (12%)
◦ Extension (10%)
◦ Prospective owner (8%)
◦ News media (3%)
◦ Other (17%)
n=100
Kansas Healthy Food Initiative
Dr. David E. Procter, Director
Center for Engagement and Community Development
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas 66506
www.k-state.edu/cecd
www.ruralgrocery.org
www.kansashealthyfood.org
(785) 532-6868
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